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At the University of Halle the subject of co-operation
may be chosen as a major subject for the degree of
diploma rerum politicarum> and at Lille University for
the licentiate.
What have been the results of these arrangements?
Little has been published on the subject.
In Germany, instruction in the co-operative movement
at agricultural colleges is not sufficiently appreciated.
Only part of the students, whose time-tables are, in any
case, much too varied, avail themselves of the oppor-
tunity. Moreover, I have often found that unfortunately
the farmers' co-operatives, when engaging university-
men as their employees, do not require them to have
taken special courses in co-operation. This may be
different where there are compulsory examinations, or
where studies prepare for definite careers. It is well
known that as a rule lectures and seminars are not very
religiously attended, unless there is some form of com-
pulsion. On the other hand, those voluntarily taking an
interest in special subjects are the most valuable students,
I am sorry to own that courses in co-operation for
economists are not popular either. A small number of
students are interested and work well. For the majority,
participation is dependent upon whether or not the
course helps in the compulsory examinations. As promi-
nent teachers as Professor August Miiller in Berlin and
Charles Gide (who taught at a free university) have
confirmed my experience in this respect. Where the
attendance is better at business colleges, this is usually
due to the fact that students may obtain minor credits in
the subject. If in this case the examination happens to be
fairly easy, there will be numerous participants who in
this way at least become acquainted with some facts and
ideas on the co-operative movement. Conditions are still
better, of course, where special training offers good
prospects for future careers, such as for the career of
co-operative auditor. Therefore much depends on whether
the co-operatives need and employ university graduates
or not.